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That Members note that a number of Tasmanian councils have taken action to foster inclusion 
and equal opportunities for LGBTIQA+ people, including establishing formal consultation 
mechanisms for consulting with the local LGBTIQA+ community, flying rainbow flags on days of 
significance to LGBTIQA+ communities, and developing local LGBTIQA+ action plans.  

This includes Brighton, Burnie City, Clarence City, Derwent Valley, Glenorchy City, City of 
Hobart, Huon Valley, Kingsborough, City of Launceston, and Meander Valley.   

This is because LGBTIQA+ people experience higher levels of discrimination, stigma, mental 
health risk, housing risk and other disadvantages over their life course, including at young ages 
as demonstrated by the University of Tasmania’s Telling Us The Story 1Report, the Tasmanian 
Report2, La Trobe University’s analysis of Tasmanian LGBTIQA+ 3data from national surveys, and 
the current Inquiry into Discrimination and Bullying in Tasmanian Schools. 4 

LGAT has previously progressed work to support LGBTIQA+ communities. For example, on 5 
June 2025, in conjunction with Equality Tasmania, it delivered the Pride and Progress Forum in 
Launceston. The forum highlighted the practical ways that councils can build inclusion with the 
LGBTQIA+ community at a local level. It brought together community members, local leaders, 
and advocates to share their voices, experiences, and insights on creating a more inclusive and 
supportive environment for everyone. 

The City of Hobart has been a leader in this work and has for many years provided visible and 
practical support for LGBTIQA+ community members. Among many other actions this has 
included the implementation of the LBTIQA+ Commitment 2021-2023 and the establishment of 
the LGBTIQA+ Reference Group. Very clear feedback from the Hobart community and relevant 
services is that the leadership demonstrated by the Council has had a positive impact on the 
lives of LGBTIQA+ community members. The City of Hobart’s work I this area was recognised 
with a Dorothies Award in 2023 for ‘Excellence in LGBTIQA+ Inclusive Practice in Local 
Government - Pioneering Change category’, 

In order to progress this and the work that a number of other Tasmanian councils are 
undertaking in this area, the City of Hobart proposes that:  

1. All Tasmanian councils are strongly encouraged to consult with, and foster inclusion and 
equal opportunities for, LGBTIQA+ people. 

2. All Tasmanian councils, or groups of councils, consider establishing an LGBTIQA+ 
Reference Group to provide strategic advice and feedback specific to each municipality and 
consider developing action plans based on that advice and feedback. 

3. LGAT develop resources and provide workshops to support councils to connect with and 
act in support of their local LGBTIQA+ communities, including how to establish local LGBTIQA+ 
Reference Groups and develop action plans, and  

4. LGAT work with the State Government to increase the resources available for LGBTIQA+ 
inclusion at a local level, including sharing and adapting resources developed by state 
government agencies such as DPFEM, Health and Justice. 

 
1 https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/cpp/community-policy-and-
engagement/lgbti_community/LGBTIQ-Tasmanians-Telling-Us-the-Story-Survey-Report-May-2022.pdf  
2 Tasmania Project identifies inequalities for LGBTIQ | University of Tasmania 
3https://opal.latrobe.edu.au/articles/report/LGBTQA_Mental_Health_and_Suicidality_Tasmania_Briefing_
Paper/26242028?file=54343202  
4 https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/house-of-assembly/standing-committees/government-
administration-committee-a/inquiries/discrimination-and-bullying-in-tasmanian-schools  

https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/cpp/community-policy-and-engagement/lgbti_community/LGBTIQ-Tasmanians-Telling-Us-the-Story-Survey-Report-May-2022.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/cpp/community-policy-and-engagement/lgbti_community/LGBTIQ-Tasmanians-Telling-Us-the-Story-Survey-Report-May-2022.pdf
https://www.utas.edu.au/about/news-and-stories/articles/2021/1140-tasmania-project-identifies-inequalities-for-lgbtiq
https://opal.latrobe.edu.au/articles/report/LGBTQA_Mental_Health_and_Suicidality_Tasmania_Briefing_Paper/26242028?file=54343202
https://opal.latrobe.edu.au/articles/report/LGBTQA_Mental_Health_and_Suicidality_Tasmania_Briefing_Paper/26242028?file=54343202
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/house-of-assembly/standing-committees/government-administration-committee-a/inquiries/discrimination-and-bullying-in-tasmanian-schools
https://www.parliament.tas.gov.au/committees/house-of-assembly/standing-committees/government-administration-committee-a/inquiries/discrimination-and-bullying-in-tasmanian-schools
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