
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CITY OF HOBART 

 
 
 
 

AGENDA 

Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 
 

Open Portion 
 

Thursday, 22 April 2021 

 
at 5:15 pm 

via Zoom 



 

 

 
 
 
 

THE MISSION 

Working together to make Hobart a better place for the community.  

THE VALUES 

The Council is: 
 
People We care about people – our community, our customers 

and colleagues. 

Teamwork We collaborate both within the organisation and with 
external stakeholders drawing on skills and expertise for 
the benefit of our community.  

Focus and Direction We have clear goals and plans to achieve sustainable 
social, environmental and economic outcomes for the 
Hobart community.   

Creativity and 
Innovation 

We embrace new approaches and continuously improve to 
achieve better outcomes for our community.  

Accountability We are transparent, work to high ethical and professional 
standards and are accountable for delivering outcomes for 
our community.  
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

Business listed on the agenda is to be conducted in the order in which it 
is set out, unless the committee by simple majority determines 

otherwise. 
 

APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

1. CO-OPTION OF A COMMITTEE MEMBER IN THE EVENT OF A 
VACANCY ................................................................................................. 4 

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ................................................................ 4 

3. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS ................................. 4 

4. INDICATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ........ 5 

5. TRANSFER OF AGENDA ITEMS ............................................................. 5 

6. REPORTS ................................................................................................. 6 

6.1 Maritime Museum of Tasmania - Proposal to Display Aurora 
Australis II - Workboat of the Aurora Australis Antarctic Vessel - 
Deputation .......................................................................................... 6 

6.2 Draft City of Hobart Bushfire Management Strategy - 
Endorsement for Community Engagement ...................................... 11 

6.3 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart (Hobart Baptist Church) - 
Velvet Ash Tree Street Tree - Proposed Maintenance 
Agreement ..................................................................................... 102 

7. COMMITTEE ACTION STATUS REPORT ........................................... 110 

7.1 Committee Actions - Status Report................................................ 110 

8. RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE ............................ 119 

8.1 Queens Domain Masterplan .......................................................... 120 

8.2 Soldiers Memorial Avenue - Review of Trees Near Facilities ........ 126 

9. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE ......................................................... 128 

10. CLOSED PORTION OF THE MEETING ............................................... 129 
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Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting (Open Portion) held Thursday, 
22 April 2021 at 5:15 pm. 
 

This meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee is held in accordance 
with a Notice issued by the Premier on 3 April 2020 under section 18 of the 
COVID-19 Disease Emergency (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Briscoe (Chairman) 
Deputy Lord Mayor Burnet 
Thomas 
Ewin 
Sherlock 
 
NON-MEMBERS 
Lord Mayor Reynolds 
Zucco 
Sexton 
Harvey 
Behrakis 
Dutta 
Coats 

Apologies:  
 
 
Leave of Absence: Nil. 
 

1. CO-OPTION OF A COMMITTEE MEMBER IN THE EVENT OF A 
VACANCY 

 
 
 
 

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the Open Portion of the Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting held on Thursday, 11 February 2021, are submitted for confirming as 
an accurate record. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

3. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS 
Ref: Part 2, Regulation 8(6) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 

Recommendation 
 

That the Committee resolve to deal with any supplementary items not 
appearing on the agenda, as reported by the Acting General Manager. 
 

 

../../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.aspx?FileName=PRC_11032021_MIN_1403.PDF
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4. INDICATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
Ref: Part 2, Regulation 8(7) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

Members of the Committee are requested to indicate where they may have 
any pecuniary or conflict of interest in respect to any matter appearing on the 
agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which the Committee has 
resolved to deal with. 

 
 
 
 
 

5. TRANSFER OF AGENDA ITEMS 
Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

A Committee may close a part of a meeting to the public where a matter to be 
discussed falls within 15(2) of the above regulations. 
 

In the event that the Committee transfer an item to the closed portion, the 
reasons for doing so should be stated. 
 

Are there any items which should be transferred from this agenda to the 
closed portion of the agenda, or from the closed to the open portion of the 
agenda? 
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6. REPORTS 

 
6.1 Maritime Museum of Tasmania - Proposal to Display Aurora 

Australis II - Workboat of the Aurora Australis Antarctic Vessel - 
Deputation 

 File Ref: F21/30663 

Memorandum of the Director City Amenity of 16 April 2021 and 
attachment. 

Delegation: Committee
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MEMORANDUM: PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 

Maritime Museum of Tasmania - Proposal to Display Aurora 
Australis II - Workboat of the Aurora Australis Antarctic 

Vessel - Deputation 

 

Introduction 

As outlined in the attached correspondence from the Maritime Museum of Tasmania, 
the Museum is seeking an opportunity to publicly display a former workboat of 
Australia’s former Antarctic vessel Aurora Australis, known as Aurora Australis II, at a 
location in Hobart. 

Background 

The Aurora Australis is Australia’s former primary Antarctic Research and Supply 
Vessel that was retired in 2020, and since on-sold by its owner P&O. 

P&O have since indicated their intention to donate the workboat Aurora Australis II to 
a worthy cause. 

The Maritime Museum of Tasmania is subsequently exploring opportunities to 
publicly display the workboat in Hobart. 

 
Aurora Australis II 

9.81m in length, 3.6m wide, ~6.0m high (from ground), 23 tonnes 

It is the Officers view that it does not hold vacant land suitable for such a display, 
however recognising the strong maritime history of the boat, the Museum is 
encouraged to engage with the Macquarie Point Development Corporation, TasPorts, 
the State Government and the Australian Antarctic Division to explore display and 
funding opportunities for the proposal. 
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Proposal 

It is proposed that the Committee receive and note the deputation from the Maritime 
Museum of Tasmania 

It is proposed that the City support the Museum to engage with the Macquarie Point 
Development Corporation, TasPorts, the State Government and the Australian 
Antarctic Division to explore opportunities to display and fund the proposal. 

It is noted that the City’s short-medium term financial challenges arising from the 
impact of COVID-19 is likely to prevent the Council providing funding for the 
proposal. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The deputation from the Maritime Museum of Tasmania in respect 
to opportunities to publicly display a former workboat ‘Aurora 
Australis II’ of Australia’s former primary Antarctic Research and 
Supply Vessel ‘Aurora Australis’ be received and noted. 

2. The City support the Museum to engage with the Macquarie Point 
Development Corporation, TasPorts, the State Government and the 
Australian Antarctic Division to explore opportunities to display 
and fund the proposal. 

 
As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
Glenn Doyle 
DIRECTOR CITY AMENITY 

 

  
Date: 16 April 2021 
File Reference: F21/30663  
 
 

Attachment A: Maritime Museum of Tasmania - Letter of Proposal ⇩    

PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_files/PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_Attachment_8234_1.PDF
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6.2 Draft City of Hobart Bushfire Management Strategy - Endorsement 
for Community Engagement 

 File Ref: F20/114361 

Report of the Program Leader Fire and Biodiversity, the Manager 
Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation and the Director City Amenity of 
16 April 2021 and attachment. 

Delegation: Council
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REPORT TITLE: DRAFT CITY OF HOBART BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGY - ENDORSEMENT FOR COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

REPORT PROVIDED BY: Program Leader Fire and Biodiversity 
Manager Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation 
Director City Amenity  

 

1. Report Purpose and Community Benefit 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to seek approval of Council for the release 
for public consultation the Draft City of Hobart Bushfire Management 
Strategy. 

1.1.1. The draft Bushfire Management Strategy outlines the 
operational and strategic plans for the protection of the City of 
Hobart from the impact of bushfire and defines how this work 
will be undertaken to achieve the required bushfire mitigation 
measures. 

2. Report Summary 

2.1. The Draft Bushfire Management Strategy comprises a number of 
components that when considered together, outline the theory, 
principles and assessment of the bushfire risk in the City of Hobart and 
identifies the range of operational actions that need to occur to mitigate 
that risk. 

2.2. The first component is an overarching policy document defining the 
principles and the analysis of risk which is then translated into the 
actions required to effectively reduce the risk of bushfire to the City of 
Hobart. 

2.3. The second component is a product of the assessment, detailing the 
operational plans required to implement the required risk reduction 
works with a timeframe for implementation and location of the works. 

2.4. It is proposed to release the draft document for community 
engagement, after which a further report will be provided to the Council, 
seeking approval of the final document, reflecting amendments 
identified as part of the engagement process. 

 

3. Recommendation 

That: 

1. The Draft City of Hobart Bushfire Management Strategy (version 6, 
April 2021) be endorsed for public release for community 
engagement. 

2. A further report be provided to the Council following the 
community engagement for approval of the Strategy. 
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4. Background 

4.1. Bushfire is considered the greatest single threat to the City of Hobart. 
Previous events have amply demonstrated the impact a major bushfire 
will have on life, property and society with these impacts echoing 
through time to the present day. 

 

4.2. The Draft Bushfire Management strategy reflects the importance the 
City places on the management of risk.  
 
It reflects the consequence this hazard has for the community and the 
critical importance of managing that risk in line with the other values the 
community values in living in the City of Hobart. 

4.3. The Draft plan aligns with the Hobart Community Vision in a number of 
important areas, in a physical, social and environmental sense.   
 
It plans to increase the resilience of the City to the impact of bushfire 
and accepts that there is a cost to living in the bush and therefore of 
living with bushfire risk. 
 
The strategy for managing bushfire risk and preparing the community 
for the inevitable incidence of bushfire is part of our desire to learn to 
live with and in the bush and makes us value this environment more. 

4.4. The strategy explains elements that drive fire and determine fire 
behaviour in the Hobart context and outlines what action can be taken 
to affect these elements and reduce risk. 

4.5. The process of operational planning is described so that the use of 
asset protection, strategic fire management and land management 
zoning in managing risk is explained. 
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4.6. The program for implanting operational programs to achieve risk 
reduction is detailed including the various methods employed to treat 
fuel and improve access and suppression. 

4.7. The prescribed burning program is detailed along with the 
considerations the City undertakes to manage biodiversity values, 
impact upon visual amenity, smoke management and neighbour 
protection. 

4.8. The planning and strategic context are defined along with the role of 
local government in the planning for bushfire and the regulatory role of 
the City and fire agencies. 

4.9. The draft strategy defines the goals of the City on the management of 
the values of the land we manage and how this services the Hobart City 
Vision including articulation with other strategies such as the 
Biodiversity Action Plan and the Municipal Emergency Plan. 

4.10. The plan also outlines the City’s goals in improving community 
resilience and education to enable the community to prepare their own 
properties for bushfires and ensure that people understand the 
importance of preparing themselves and their property to respond in a 
timely manner. 

5. Proposal and Implementation 

5.1. It is proposed that the Draft Strategy be endorsed to allow for 
community consultation to be undertaken. 

5.2. It is proposed that a further report be provided to the Council on the 
outcomes of the engagement process, any refinements to the Strategy 
and to seek approval of the final document. 

6. Strategic Planning and Policy Considerations 

6.1. The Bushfire Management Strategy forms a subordinate plan of the 
Municipal Emergency Management Plan and will be submitted to the 
Hobart Fire Management Advisory Committee for endorsement. 

6.2. The Bushfire Management Strategy addresses specific bushfire risk in 
the City of Hobart Risk Register and address responsibilities as a land 
owner and meets the duty of care obligations the City has as a 
neighbour. 

6.3. The Draft plan aligns with the Hobart Community Vision as listed below: 

Pillar 1. Sense of Place 

1.1  Our Spirit of Place is Strong 

1.1.4  We recognise that some of what we value is beyond 
words and not easy to quantify—we embrace rather than 
fight this complexity. 
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1.1.5  Our spirit of place fills us with pride and inspiration. If we 
had to leave Hobart, our sense of place is what it would 
break our hearts to lose. 

1.2  Our Place is Our Identity 

1.2.5  We don’t take our sense of place for granted. We learn 
and apply lessons from elsewhere at the same time that 
we avoid changes that weaken it. 

1.2.6  Our sense of place supports growth and progress that is 
consistent with our vision. The strength of our connection 
to our current way of life does not encourage us to 
stagnate but rather provides guidance for us to move 
forward. 

By involving and engaging the community in our strategy and our 
preparations we can develop a partnership that benefits everyone and 
reduces the impact of loss we will endure when an incident occurs.   
 
The resilience of the City relates to its people, community and 
infrastructure and can only be enhanced by greater co-operation and 
knowledge sharing of the actions required. 

Pillar 2. Community Inclusion, Participation and Belonging 

2.4  We Are Informed and Always Learning 

2.4.1  We are informed about our community and the services 
and opportunities that are open to us. 

The threat of bushfire and the works required to mitigate risk affect the 
visual landscape and the environment in which we live.   

These works affect how this character is maintained and protected as 
well as influencing the perception of the City and its surrounds by 
visitors and residents. 

Pillar 6. Natural Environment 

6.1  Our City is a Part of Nature and Nature is a Part of Our City 

6.1.1  Hobart is defined by its natural environment and relies on 
it to exist. We cherish the mountain and the river. 

6.2  We are Ecologically Conscious, Aware and Empowered 

6.2.2  We are aware of the impacts of our individual and 
collective actions.  

6.2.3  We feel and are empowered to make good environmental 
decisions. 
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6.5  We are Prepared for and Resilient to Natural Disasters 

6.5.1  We have designed and maintained our city’s infrastructure 
so it can handle extreme weather events. 

6.5.2  Our city is prepared to prevent and confront bushfires, 
floods and other natural disasters. We have effective 
systems in place, where community members are aware 
of how to protect themselves and their homes and where 
to go for help. 

7. Financial Implications 

7.1. Funding Source and Impact on Current Year Operating Result 

7.1.1. The Strategy guides the continuation of the City’s existing 
bushfire management programs, with no additional funding for 
the implementation of the Strategy required, beyond the recent 
level of annual commitments of funds. 

7.2. Impact on Future Years’ Financial Result 

7.2.1. Operational funding for bushfire risk management is identified in 
the forward budget based on the extension of fuel breaks in 
reserves to the Tasmania Fire Service Fuel Break standard and 
the access standard and the creation of new fire trails where 
the strategic risk analysis identifies that access is required. 

7.3. Asset Related Implications 

7.3.1. Capital funding for fire trails is identified in the forward budget 
based on the improvement of fire trails to Tasmania Fire 
Service access standard and the creation of new fire trails 
where the strategic risk analysis identifies that access is 
required. 

8. Legal, Risk and Legislative Considerations 

8.1. The City and other landowners of bushland in the greater Hobart region 
have a general legal responsibility to take all reasonable steps to 
minimise the risk of fires originating on their property from causing 
personal injury, damage to adjoining property, or damage to items of 
natural or heritage value protected by government legislation.  

8.2. The City has specific responsibilities under various state and federal 
government legislation covering areas such as fire management, fire 
hazard abatement and the conservation and management of native 
flora and fauna (refer Appendix 1 in the Draft Strategy attached). 
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9. Community and Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1. With the endorsement of the Council, community and stakeholder 
engagement will be undertaken, including the following: 

9.1.1. Use of the City’s YourSayHobart platform, for a 3-week period. 

9.1.2. Promotion via the City’s website and social media platforms. 

9.1.3. Direct referral to key stakeholder and community groups. 

9.1.4. Public meetings with key community/interest groups. 

10. Delegation 

10.1. The matter is delegated to the Council. 

 

As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
Elise Jeffery 
PROGRAM LEADER FIRE AND 
BIODIVERSITY 

 
John Fisher 
MANAGER BUSHLAND / MANAGER 
PARKS & RECREATION 

 
Glenn Doyle 
DIRECTOR CITY AMENITY 

 

  
Date: 16 April 2021 
File Reference: F20/114361  
 
 

Attachment A: Draft Bushfire Management Strategy ⇩    

PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_files/PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_Attachment_7802_1.PDF
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6.3 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart (Hobart Baptist Church) - Velvet 
Ash Tree Street Tree - Proposed Maintenance Agreement 

 File Ref: F20/114882 

Report of the Program Leader Arboriculture & Nursery, the Manager 
Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation and the Director City Amenity of 
16 April 2021 and attachment. 

Delegation: Committee
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REPORT TITLE: 284 ELIZABETH STREET, NORTH HOBART (HOBART 
BAPTIST CHURCH) - VELVET ASH TREE STREET 
TREE - PROPOSED MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

REPORT PROVIDED BY: Program Leader Arboriculture & Nursery 
Manager Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation 
Director City Amenity  

 

1. Report Purpose and Community Benefit 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to seek approval to enter into a formal 
maintenance agreement with the Hobart Baptist Church, in respect to a 
40-year-old Velvet Ash (Fraxinus velutina) planted by the City, and 
subsequently maintained over the years. 
 

Recent investigations identified that the tree rests within the boundary 
of the Church property at 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart. 

2. Report Summary 

2.1. The Velvet Ash (Fraxinus velutina) that was planted and has been 
maintained by the City for 40 years, is resting within the boundary of the 
Hobart Baptist Church property at 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart. 

2.2. It is proposed that the City enter into a formal maintenance agreement 
with the Church, for the City to continue to maintain the tree, given both 
the City’s long existing maintenance regime and the high public amenity 
and streetscape benefit the tree provides in that location.  

3. Recommendation 

That the City enter into a formal agreement with the Hobart Baptist 
Church for the ongoing maintenance of the Velvet Ash Tree (Fraxinus 
velutina) located at 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart, noting the City 
planted the tree, has been undertaking its maintenance over 40 years 
and the high public amenity and streetscape benefit the tree provides in 
that location. 

 
4. Background 

4.1. The 40-year-old Velvet Ash (Fraxinus velutina) located at 284 Elizabeth 
Street, North Hobart was planted by and has been maintained by the 
City over that period 

4.2. The tree rests within the boundary of the Hobart Baptist Church 
property at 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart and therefore is not 
formally a City-owned tree. 

4.3. It is proposed that the City enter into a formal maintenance agreement 
with the Church, for the City to continue to maintain the tree, given both 
the City’s long existing maintenance regime and the high public amenity 
and streetscape benefit the tree provides in that location. 
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4.3.1. The City has been in discussions with the Church to formalise 
the long-standing maintenance arrangements of the tree. 

 

4.4. The Tree is generally healthy, though recent damage caused by 
construction on the Church’s land is likely to impact the future longevity 
of the tree, which will be monitored by the City under the agreement. 

 

5. Proposal and Implementation 

5.1. It is proposed that the City enter into a formal agreement with the 
Hobart Baptist Church for the ongoing maintenance of the Velvet Ash 
Tree (Fraxinus velutina) located at 284 Elizabeth Street, North Hobart, 
noting the City planted the tree, has been undertaking its maintenance 
over 40 years and the high public amenity and streetscape benefit the 
tree provides in that location. 

6. Strategic Planning and Policy Considerations 

6.1. Maintaining and improving the City’s street tree network remains a core 
priority of the City’s Street Tree Strategy. 
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7. Financial Implications 

7.1. Funding Source and Impact on Current Year Operating Result 

7.1.1. The City’s historical costs in maintaining the tree has been in 
the order of approximately $2,000 every 2-3 years. 

7.2. Impact on Future Years’ Financial Result 

7.2.1. Costs in the order of $3,000-$4,000 per annum would be 
anticipated as the tree ages, noting the recent damage 
incurred. 

8. Delegation 

8.1. As normally an operational matter, the delegation can rest with the 
Director. 
 
However, as the Director has elected to refer the matter to Committee, 
the matter is Committee delegated. 

 

As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
Ruby Wilson 
PROGRAM LEADER 
ARBORICULTURE & NURSERY 

 
John Fisher 
MANAGER BUSHLAND / MANAGER 
PARKS & RECREATION 

 
Glenn Doyle 
DIRECTOR CITY AMENITY 

 

  
Date: 16 April 2021 
File Reference: F20/114882  
 
 

Attachment A: Tree Condition and Evaluation Report ⇩    

PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_files/PRC_22042021_AGN_1404_AT_Attachment_7808_1.PDF


Item No. 6.3 Agenda (Open Portion) 
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting - 22/4/2021 

Page 106 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

  



Item No. 6.3 Agenda (Open Portion) 
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting - 22/4/2021 

Page 107 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

  



Item No. 6.3 Agenda (Open Portion) 
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting - 22/4/2021 

Page 108 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

  



Item No. 6.3 Agenda (Open Portion) 
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting - 22/4/2021 

Page 109 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 

 

 



Item No. 7.1 Agenda (Open Portion) 
Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 

Page 110 

 22/4/2021  

 

 

7. COMMITTEE ACTION STATUS REPORT 

 
7.1 Committee Actions - Status Report 

 

A report indicating the status of current decisions is attached for the 
information of Elected Members. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the information be received and noted. 

Delegation: Committee 
 
 

Attachment A: Committee Action Status Report    
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8. RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Regulation 29(3) Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
File Ref: 13-1-10 
 
The Acting General Manager reports:- 
 
“In accordance with the procedures approved in respect to Questions Without 
Notice, the following responses to questions taken on notice are provided to 
the Committee for information. 
 
The Committee is reminded that in accordance with Regulation 29(3) of the 
Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Chairman is 
not to allow discussion or debate on either the question or the response.” 
 
8.1 Queens Domain Masterplan 
 File Ref: F20/113543; 13-1-10 

Memorandum of the Manager Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation 
and the Director City Amenity of 15 April 2021. 

8.2 Soldiers Memorial Avenue - Review of Trees Near Facilities 
 File Ref: F21/16731 

Memorandum of the Manager Bushland / Manager Parks & Recreation 
and the Director City Amenity of 30 March 2021. 

 
Delegation: Committee 
 

That the information be received and noted. 
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Memorandum:  Acting Lord Mayor 

Elected Members 
 
 

Response to Question Without Notice 
 

QUEENS DOMAIN MASTERPLAN 

 
Meeting: Parks and Recreation Committee 
 

Meeting date: 15 October 2020 
 

Raised by: Alderman Behrakis 
 
Question: 

a). Could the Director please advise how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted 
the implementation of the Queens Domain Masterplan? 

b). In regards to the current tenancies located on the Queens Doman such as the 
Domain Tennis Centre and the TCA ground, has the current pandemic 
impacted on the potential creation of masterplans in relation to the footprints of 
these sites? 

c). Furthermore, does the Council contribute towards the upgrading of 
infrastructure in relation to these sites and if so, what is the return to Council? 

 
 
Response: 

The following information is provided in response to the questions: 

Question A  

The City has invested significantly in the Queen Domain, guided by the Queens 
Domain Master Plan 2013 – 2033. 

The implementation of the Queens Domain Master Plan 2013 - 2033 has been 
progressing consistently since its endorsement in 2013.  

Information on the Plan can be found via the below link: 

https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Community/Parks-reserves-and-sporting-
facilities/Queens-Domain#section-2  
  

https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Community/Parks-reserves-and-sporting-facilities/Queens-Domain#section-2
https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Community/Parks-reserves-and-sporting-facilities/Queens-Domain#section-2
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Key works completed to date include: 

 Development and implementation of the Soldiers Memorial Ovals Precinct 
Plan, including: 

o Ground relevelling and resurfacing, improved irrigation and the upgrade 

and installation of new ground lighting to Australian Standards. 

o Development of the William Keith Eltham Pavilion 

A multi- purpose sporting pavilion at the Soldiers Memorial Ovals.  

o Completion of the Soldiers Memorial Avenue  

Reinstatement of 36 trees around the Ovals completing the Soldiers 
Memorial Avenue.  

o Upgrade of the car parking to service the precinct and the Domain Athletic 

Centre.  

o Development of Legacy Park 

A regional playground including public toilets, barbecue pavilions and 
wood fired community pizza ovens. 

 Realignment and upgrade to the Queens Domain Summit Track to provide entry 
level shared use mountain bike track extending from the Domain lower to the 
upper summit. 

 Upgrade and resurfacing of the Max’s Infinity Loop, a 2 kilometre shared use, 
dual surface, jogging and walking track encircling the lower summit of the 
Domain.  

 Construction of 2 of the 6 bridges conceptualised in the Master Plan 

o Bridge of Remembrance  

Connecting the Cenotaph to the Lower Domain.  

o Rose Garden Bridge  

Connecting Bathurst Street to the University Rose Garden and University 
health campuses.  

 Development and Council-approval of the Queens Domain Summit Plan. 

Implementation of the plan is currently on pending the City securing external 
funding for the stage implementation of the Summit Plan. 

 The City was anticipating being able to substantively self-fund the capital works 
program to implement this Plan, however the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the City’s income and financial position currently sees the City reliant in 
external funding to progress the plan.  

 The City to Gardens Way (CTGW) Plan was endorsed by the Council in 
October 2020 that seeks to improve the connection between the City to the 
Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG). 

 The overall plan has been divided into smaller projects with the option of 
sourcing external funds for implementation.  
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 The key recommendations are: 

o To establish a looped shared path between the Bridge of Remembrance 

and the RTBG.  

The loop will have two route options that can be travelled separately or 
as part of a loop. 

o To upgrade an existing path that links the DKHAC to the TCA Oval along 

Davies Avenue. 

o To establish or improve six pedestrian crossings across Davies Avenue, 

Lower Domain Road and Upper Carriage Drive. 

o To develop and implement a lighting strategy for Davies Avenue to 

promote safe pedestrian access during all hours. 

 Development of improved pedestrian access and public parking between 
Clearys Gates and the Soldiers Memorial Oval precinct that will improve public 
parking to service the high use of the area. 

 Upgrade to the Regatta Grounds Car Park, including stormwater connections.  

Construction is scheduled to commenced in early May 2021. 

 Development of the TCA Ground Master Plan has seen the following key 
elements implemented: 

o Ground relevelling and resurfacing, improved drainage and irrigation and 

the upgrade and installation of new ground lighting to Australian 
Standards. 

o Replacement of oval fencing, retaining white picket fence style. 

o Major upgrade to the player and umpire changerooms within the 

H C Smith Stand 

Installation of a lift is scheduled to commence April 2021. 

o Upgrade to visitors changerooms. 

o Upgrade to public toilets. 

o Installation of a new scoreboard. 
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o Conceptual designs for a new replacement building on the south-western 

section of the ground to potentially allow for additional/improve public 
toilets, change rooms, kiosk, meeting and function rooms, storage and 
external spectator seating. 

The Hobart Football Club, in partnership with stakeholders and the City 
is seeking refinement of the concept design is being undertaken to 
allow for the Club to secure external funding for the proposed re-
development with the City never anticipating self-funding this 
development. 

o The TCA Ground site also accommodates an indoor cricket facility, leased 

under commercial terms to an external operator that has undertaken its 
own improvement works over the years, at no cost to the City. 

 The operator will be undertaking another major upgrade from April 
2021. 

 The City’s ongoing investment in the Domain Athletics Centre has seen the 
following upgrades to the Centre in recent years: 

o Refurbishment of public toilets.  

o Replacement of the running track, to continue to meet national standards. 

o Replacement of spectator seating. 

o Refurbishment of changerooms is scheduled for 2021-22. 

 The City’s has invested significantly in the refurbishment and redevelopment of 
the Doone Kennedy Hobart Aquatic Centre including: 

o Development of the DKHAC Redevelopment Master Plan.  

o Replacement and upgrade of major pool plant room equipment and 

building systems. 

o Installation of a new solar energy system. 

o Upgrade the Centre’s kiosk, spa and scoreboard. 

o Leisure pool refurbishment including soft-fall floor surfacing and new kids 

water play zone. 

o New pool deck concourse tiles to the 25m pool and leisure pool areas. 

o Replacement of pool deck concourse tiles to the cafe and 50m pool areas 

– completion due in December 2021. 

o Changeroom upgrade design is underway - completion of construction 

stage due in December 2022. 

o Further major development in accordance with the Redevelopment Master 

Plan will be subject to the City securing external funding. 

COVID-19 

As indicated above, the impact that COVD-19 has had on the City’s financial position 
now sees future major new or upgrade infrastructure to requiring external funding. 
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Question B  

In regards to the current tenancies located on the Queens Doman such as the 
Domain Tennis Centre and the TCA ground, has the current pandemic impacted on 
the potential creation of masterplans in relation to the footprints of these sites? 

TCA Ground 

In respect to the TCA Ground, the North Hobart Cricket Club lease the upper 
floor of the H C Smith building. 

 All other spaces within the building are available to ground hirers and 
users. 

 The Club has sourced external funding, and its own reserves to undertake 
internal improvements to its leased area, including the installation of a lift. 

 The Club is running this project under the City’s supervision. 

The Hobart Football Club leases several sections of the building located on 
the south-western side of the ground, as mentioned above, and is undertaking 
refinement of the concept design developed in 2017 to allow the Club to seek to 
secure external funding for the redevelopment. 

Domain Tennis Centre 

The land occupied by the Domain Tennis Centre is leased from the City on 
nominal terms with the Domain Tennis Centre Inc having developed the 
facilities on the site. 

The Centre, as the long established and secured lessee is considering 
developing a Master Plan for the site, with the City to be involved as 
development of the plan progresses. 

Domain Athletic Centre – Athletics Tasmania 

The DAC is wholly owned by the City, and leases the offices to Athletics 
Tasmania and the first floor function facility to on commercial terms. 

The formal use of the track and stand requires hired use through the City. 

However, given the nature of the site, Athletics Tasmania are a key stakeholder 
and user of the site. 

The Council, at its meeting held on 23 September 2019, endorsed the Draft 
Domain Athletic Centre Master Plan, as prepared by Athletics Tasmania, to 
allow it to engage with key user groups and wider community engagement.  

It is understood the feedback received by Athletic Tasmania has warranted it to 
revise its ambitions for the master plan, however no further submission has 
been provided to the City at this time. 
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Despite closures during March/April 2020 the COVID pandemic does not seem 
to have significantly impacted the tenancies seeking implementation or 
development of master plans. 

Question C 

Furthermore, does the Council contribute towards the upgrading of infrastructure in 
relation to these sites and if so, what is the return to Council? 

The TCA Ground is owned and managed by the City, with several buildings (or 
parts thereof) leased to third parties, as indicated below:  

 Indoor Cricket Centre – commercial tenancy arrangement. 

 Sections of south-western building - Hobart Football Club. 

 Hobart City Band.  

 Sections of the H C Smith Stand - North Hobart Cricket Club. 

 TCA Cottage - residential tenancy arrangement. 

The City is responsible for maintenance of the assets outside of the lease 
agreements. 

The Domain Tennis Centre rests on City-owned land, however the site has 
been wholly developed by the Centre and is responsible for maintenance and 
upgrade of the site.  

In accordance with similar annual Council-approved maintenance grants 
provided to other major sporting facilities located on City-owned land, but wholly 
developed by its long-term tenancies (being the Hobart Netball and Sports 
Centre/Southern Tasmanian Netball Association and the Tasmanian Hockey 
Centre), the City provides an annual maintenance grant of ~$50,000 pa to the 
Domain Tennis Centre. 

 
As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
John Fisher 
MANAGER BUSHLAND / MANAGER 
PARKS & RECREATION 

 
Glenn Doyle 
DIRECTOR CITY AMENITY 

  
Date: 15 April 2021 
File Reference: F20/113543; 13-1-10  
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Memorandum:  Lord Mayor 

Deputy Lord Mayor 
Elected Members 

 
 

Response to Question Without Notice 
 

SOLDIERS MEMORIAL AVENUE - REVIEW OF TREES 
NEAR FACILITIES 

 
Meeting: Parks and Recreation Committee 
 

Meeting date: 11 February 2021 
 

Raised by: Councillor Coats 
 
Question: 
 

Can a review be done on the trees in the Soldiers Memorial Avenue that may be 
close to facilities in use and may be an issue to those tenancies either currently or in 
the future? 
 
Response: 

In respect to the formal Soldiers Memorial Avenue alignment of trees, none of those 
trees are in close proximity to facilities that would present a risk to the operation, 
structure or integrity of any facilities. 
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However, the City is aware of concerns raised by the Domain Tennis Centre in 
respect to well established trees, pre-dating the development of the Centre, 
impacting on a tennis court surfaces on the boundary of its leased site. 

 

The City has provided advice to the Centre on how to mitigate the impact of the tree 
roots and offered a small financial contribution towards costs of the installation of a 
root barrier, as a good will gesture. 

Other trees are known to create some minor inconvenience issues to the Centre with 
leaf drop, however the City is not aware of any other tree issues. 

As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
John Fisher 
MANAGER BUSHLAND / MANAGER 
PARKS & RECREATION 

 
Glenn Doyle 
DIRECTOR CITY AMENITY 

  
Date: 30 March 2021 
File Reference: F21/16731  
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9. QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
File Ref: 13-1-10 
 
An Elected Member may ask a question without notice of the Chairman, 
another Elected Member, the Acting General Manager or the General 
Manager’s representative, in line with the following procedures: 

1. The Chairman will refuse to accept a question without notice if it does not 
relate to the Terms of Reference of the Council committee at which it is 
asked. 

2. In putting a question without notice, an Elected Member must not: 

(i) offer an argument or opinion; or  
(ii) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may 

be necessary to explain the question. 

3. The Chairman must not permit any debate of a question without notice or 
its answer. 

4. The Chairman, Elected Members, Acting General Manager or General 
Manager’s representative who is asked a question may decline to answer 
the question, if in the opinion of the respondent it is considered 
inappropriate due to its being unclear, insulting or improper. 

5. The Chairman may require a question to be put in writing. 

6. Where a question without notice is asked and answered at a meeting, 
both the question and the response will be recorded in the minutes of 
that meeting. 

7. Where a response is not able to be provided at the meeting, the question 
will be taken on notice and 

(i) the minutes of the meeting at which the question is asked will record 
the question and the fact that it has been taken on notice. 

(ii) a written response will be provided to all Elected Members, at the 
appropriate time. 

(iii) upon the answer to the question being circulated to Elected 
Members, both the question and the answer will be listed on the 
agenda for the next available ordinary meeting of the committee at 
which it was asked, where it will be listed for noting purposes only. 
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10. CLOSED PORTION OF THE MEETING 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Committee resolve by majority that the meeting be closed to the public 
pursuant to regulation 15(1) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 because the items included on the closed agenda contain the 
following matters:  
 

 Proposals for the council to acquire land or an interest in land or for the 
disposal of land; and 

 Information of a confidential nature.  
 
The following items are listed for discussion:- 
 
Item No. 1 Minutes of the last meeting of the Closed Portion of the 

Committee Meeting 
Item No. 2 Consideration of supplementary items to the agenda 
Item No. 3 Indications of pecuniary and conflicts of interest 
Item No. 4 Reports 
Item No. 4.1 24 Gregson Avenue, New Town - Proposed Transfer of 

Additional Crown Land 
LG(MP)R 15(2)(f) 

Item No. 5 Committee Action Status Report 
Item No. 5.1 Committee Actions - Status Report 

LG(MP)R 15(2)(c)(i), (d) and (f) 
Item No. 6 Responses to Questions Without Notice 
Item No. 6.1 Naming of Parks and Reserves 

LG(MP)R 15(2)(g)  
Item No. 7 Questions Without Notice 
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