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The General Manager reports: 
 
“That in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 Regulation 8(6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, these supplementary matters 
are submitted for the consideration of the Committee. 
 
Pursuant to Regulation 8(6), I report that: 
 

(a)  information in relation to the matter was provided subsequent to the 
distribution of the agenda; 

 
(b)  the matter is regarded as urgent; and 
 
(c)  advice is provided pursuant to Section 65 of the Act.” 
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12 Local Government Association of Tasmania General Meeting Motion 
- Planning Authorities 

 File Ref: F21/16876 

Memorandum of the Director City Planning of 26 February 2021 and 
attachment. 

Delegation: Council
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MEMORANDUM: CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

Local Government Association of Tasmania General 
Meeting Motion - Planning Authorities 

 
Introduction  
 
The Burnie City Council has put forward the following notice of motion to be 
considered by the Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) at the 12 
March 2021 General Meeting.   
 
The Council’s position on this motion is being sought to allow the Lord Mayor to vote 
accordingly on the matter.   
 
The motion states:   
 

Decision Sought 

That the LGAT investigate the level of support among Tasmanian councils and identify the 
relevant considerations and options to propose an amendment of the Land Use Planning 
and Approvals Act 1993 to –  
a)  

delete the mandatory requirement for a council to act as a planning authority for 
purposes of determining an application for a permit to use or develop land within 
its municipal area; and  

b)  
provide as an alternative, the establishment of an independent development 
assessment panel to determine a permit application. 
 

The background comments on the motion is included in Attachment A and sets out 
the challenges for elected members with managing both its role as planning 
authority, and as a community advocate.  It is recognized as one of the more difficult 
positions elected members need to take, the one that requires them to set aside their 
advocacy role and to determine planning applications on the basis of the planning 
controls under which an application must be determined against.   

The background also acknowledges the use of independent development 
assessment panels in other jurisdictions partly in response to the above challenges.   
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The motion is seeking an understanding of the level of support for, and an 
examination of the options for how a planning panel entity would be structured and 
operated.   

The support or otherwise of such a motion is fundamentally a policy position for the 
Council, however, before the LGAT undertook any investigation as to the structure 
and how the panel would be operated it would be informative for elected members to 
more fully understand the merits and pitfalls of models that have been adopted in 
other jurisdictions. This would at least provide critical analysis of the threshold 
question as to whether elected members were supportive or note to relinquish such 
planning powers.  Once this threshold question was resolved and if ultimately 
supported then further time and effort could be directed to options for an amendment 
of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993.   

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

1. The Council determines its support or otherwise for the motion 
contained in Attachment A to be considered at the Local 
Government Association of Tasmania general meeting to be held 12 
March 2021. 

 
As signatory to this report, I certify that, pursuant to Section 55(1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, I hold no interest, as referred to in Section 49 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, in matters contained in this report. 
 

 
Neil Noye 
DIRECTOR CITY PLANNING 

 

  
Date: 26 February 2021 
File Reference: F21/16876  
 
 

Attachment A: LGAT Proposed Motion ⇩    

CPC_01032021_AGN_1441_AT_SUP_files/CPC_01032021_AGN_1441_AT_SUP_Attachment_8134_1.PDF
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